
AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Courses Available to Special Students and Auditors, Spring 2016

Term dates:  February 8, 2016 - May 21, 2016

THE BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT

Bi.116 Introduction to the New Testament Credits:  6

Prof: Margaret Aymer Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30-3:50 p.m.

This course is a study of the New Testament as shaped by the varied
circumstances in which the faith and life of the believing communities found
expression. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

Bi.191 Reading the Bible from the Margins (Old Testament) Credits:  6

Prof: Gregory Cuéllar gcuellar@austinseminary.edu Limit:  2

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

No reading, informed or uninformed, takes place in a social vacuum or desert. This
course examines readings of the Old Testament produced by individual readers
marginalized because of color, class, gender, disability, and sexual orientation. We
explore the ways in which social locations shape and inform readings and
interpretations of the biblical texts. How do the social locations of minority
community members impact the questions that they put to the biblical texts? Also
pertinent to this course is the potential value of marginalized modes of reading
and interpreting the biblical texts for diverse ministry contexts.

Prereq.: None

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY

CM.122 The Church as a Worshiping Community Credits:  6

Prof: Jennifer Lord jlord@austinseminary.edu Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:30-10:20 a.m.

This course is designed to equip students to function responsibly in local
congregations as leaders of corporate worship. Students study the character and
shape of the corporate worship of congregations during various periods in the
history of the church. In addition, students investigate how liturgy and theology
have been and continue to be related to each other in the Christian movement.
Then on the basis of this inquiry, which includes the examination of various

Prerequisite(s):
none
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worship forms and expressions, the participants in the course are required to
produce in writing a theological rationale for the corporate worship of a particular
church. An examination of the place of music in corporate worship and of the role
of the pastor as a leader of worship on the occasions of funerals and weddings is
an additional emphasis of the course. 

CM.222 Theological and Practical Foundations of Christian Education Credits:  6

Prof:  David White Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

This course explores theological and practical foundations for envisioning the
church’s task of Christian education. Attention is given to Barth’s doctrine of the
Holy Spirit, which is employed as a heuristic framework for holding together the
multiple dimensions of Christian education as represented by key works in the
field. The aim of this course is to provide students with theological and
pedagogical perspectives to guide congregations’ educational ministry and
mission.

Prerequisite(s):
none

CM.226 Pastoral Counseling Credits:  6

Prof: Daniel Davila (adjunct faculty) Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Thursdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

This course introduces students to the theory and practice of short-term pastoral
counseling as ministry. Emphasis is given to counseling perspectives unique to
pastoral ministry and to developing a deeper understanding of how the
perspectives of theology and the human sciences (e.g. psychology, sociology, and
anthropology) may be utilized in a counseling ministry. Students are introduced to
basic assessment and counseling skills, to methods for gaining greater awareness
of the counselor's own person and environment, and to counseling with respect to
common pastoral issues such as bereavement, terminal illness and suffering,
addiction, sexual abuse and domestic violence, marriage and family relationships,
crisis intervention, and diversity. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

CM.245 Education for Peace and Justice Credits:  6

Prof: David White Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Thursdays, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

This course explores educational approaches for mobilizing congregations for the
work of peace and justice. Emphasis will be given to practices that engage
congregations in understanding and responding faithfully to local and global

Prerequisite(s):
none
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socio-cultural contexts. This course assumes that these practices shape the church
as an outpost of God's Kingdom, but extend to the world beyond. This course will
give selective attention to practices for peace-making and justice-seeking across
denominations and through the church's history, as well as contemporary
approaches of critical education and community organizing as they may be
adapted for the work of the church. 

CM.301 The Polity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Credits:  6

Prof:  Paul Hooker phooker@austinseminary.edu Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Auditors need permission of professor.

Meets: Mondays, 1:00-2:20 p.m. and Wednesdays, 12:30-1:50 p.m.

In this course students become acquainted with the Constitution of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), with special attention to the Book of Order. An
emphasis is placed on the theological roots of Presbyterian government. Students
explore the practices of government that grow out of Presbyterian polity in order to
further the faithful mission of the church.
 

Prerequisite(s):
none

DSP Polity and History of the United Church of Christ Credits:  6

Prof: Elizabeth Nash (adjunct faculty) Limit:  none

Scheduling for this course will be arranged at a later date. Prerequisite(s):
none

THEOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

TH.106 Theology:  Figures and Movements Credits:  6

Prof: Bill Greenway wgreenway@austinseminary.edu Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Mondays and Fridays, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course explores the significance of several influential theologians and
theological movements, with a particular focus on the modern and postmodern
eras. Attention is given to the diversity and vitality of the Protestant and Reformed
traditions, to their continual transformation, and to their constructive restatement
in the church's life today. Figures and movements ordinarily include Friedrich
Schleiermacher, Karl Barth, John Wesley, Catherine Keller, and Gustavo Gutiérrez.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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Theological-Historical Department, cont.

TH.235A Special Topics: “Theology and the Church's Work of Prayer” Credits:  6

Prof: Tom Currie Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

This course examines the theological roots of the church's ministry and practice of
prayer and helps prepare students for the task of leading and equipping
congregations to pray. Attention is given to biblical sources, confessional
documents, major theologians, as well as liturgical resources and some works of
literature. Students are invited to craft pastoral prayers, prayers for parts of the
liturgy (e.g., illumination, adoration, confession), as well as prayers for various
occasions (e.g., a funeral, a wedding, a baptism). Students write a final paper that
offers sample prayers and addresses the question of why the church prays.

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.235B Special Topics: 
“The Perfect Question - Mt. Sinai to Jon Stewart: An Introduction to Judaism”

Credits:  6

Prof: Neil Blumofe (adjunct faculty) Limit: 2

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required, but space is limited to 2.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

In scrutinizing and wrestling with the concepts of God, Torah, and peoplehood
(Israel), we explore the continuously evolving self-definition of Judaism through
history, practice, and thought. We gain an introductory sense of the power of
reading and interpreting text and information and how the development of a
question sustains the pursuit of an examined life more than the expectation of an
answer. This course, geared specifically towards presumptive Christian leaders,
aims to challenge received expectations and stoke creativity when thinking of
Judaism in a larger context and worldview.

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.271 Theology and Literature Credits:  6

Prof: Tom Currie Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Wednesdays, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

In this course students read and analyze works of literature with an eye toward: (1)
reflecting on how knowledge of Christian doctrine shapes our readings of texts, and
(2) discovering what great literature has to teach us about the relevance of
Christian doctrine to everyday life. Selected readings will be from both classic and
contemporary literature, with some attention given to writings which explicitly
reflect on the relationship between writing fiction and thinking theologically. In this
course students read and analyze works of literature with an eye toward: (1)

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104 or
TH.106
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reflecting on how knowledge of Christian doctrine shapes our readings of texts, and
(2) discovering what great literature has to teach us about the relevance of
Christian doctrine to everyday life. Selected readings will be from both classic and
contemporary literature, with some attention given to writings which explicitly
reflect on the relationship between writing fiction and thinking theologically. 

TH.275 The Theological Ethics of Martin Luther King, Jr. Credits:  6

Prof: Asante Todd Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays and Fridays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

This seminar examines the theology and ethics of Martin Luther King, Jr. Students
engage in the constructive task of formulating the theological social ethics of this
pastor-theologian. Special attention is given to figures who influenced King's
thought and King's legacy in contemporary thinking and public witness. Topics
include: strategies of social change, the social gospel, Christian Realism,
philosophy and theology of nonviolence, personhood, social justice, love, and the
beloved community.

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.296 Moral Issues Credits:  6

Prof: Asante Todd Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Wednesdays and Fridays, 8:00-9:20 a.m.

The goals of this course are to familiarize students with the various elements of
analysis in Christian ethics and to use these to study particular moral issues.
Issues considered may include: ecojustice, abortion, racism, gender and sexuality,
immigration, economic justice, and capital punishment.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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